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Last month you might remember we gave you an interesting little Excel problem to round a number to the
nearest $100 and we offered the following solution: =Round(number/100,2)*100.

Well the gremlins invaded the neurones somewhere between our bench test and writing down the
solution and, as Rob van Tholen from Paperlinx pointed out, the correct answer should have

been =Round(number/100,0)*100. Jennie Reid also provided an alternative solution that we quite liked
with =Round(number,-2).

Which leads us to our end of financial year contest. Send us your favourite Excel tips. We will publish
every tip received and reward the sender of the best tip with a $100 Myer voucher. The rules are simple:
1. No macros or code please.

2. Send as many tips as you like.

3. Closing date Friday 10 July.

Meanwhile, to get your brains into gear, check out the problem below from this month's Help Desk. The
sender of the best solution will receive a mystery prize.

Kind regards

Nigel Davies

Director, NDA

Please click Forward-to-a-Friend if you know someone who would like to receive this newsletter.

Government-funded MCSE / MCPD Qualifications
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These qualifications proved to be hugely popular and we well exceeded the number of places initially
funded by Skills Tasmania. We will keep applicants informed of progress after the June 30 closing date
for applications.

From the NDA Help Desk
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Our nautical client was a bit optimistic in expecting free Help Desk support for this one. Help him out -
send us your ingenious solutions and we will pass them on. (Hint: this one might require some
automation?).

The problem

"[A spreadsheet] contains compass bearings for a sailing course layout for dinghy sailing.

The bearings are the headings from one fixed turning mark to another fixed turning mark, and the person
in charge needs to relay them to others so that they can accurately position the turning mark or boat to
facilitiate an accurate race course.

The problem with a page of data like this is quickly seeing and reading off the required data on a pitching
boat and relaying accurately by VHF radio to people a nautical mile or more away. This is compounded
by the propensity of wind to change direction, requiring a revised set of data to be relayed, sometimes
several times per day.

The ideal situation would be to be able to open the spreadsheet on a laptop, select one of the Course
Axis bearings in column A and have all the information in all other cells other than the row selected to
fade to grey/disappear/change colour.

E.g. If | chose cell A8 (Course Axis 010 degrees), the data in A8 to J8 would be highlighted in some way,
with the rest of the table disappearing/fading to grey, or the like."

Bing
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Following last month's comparison of Google and Wolfram Alpha, Steve latropoulos from Microsoft wrote
reminding us about Bing, Microsoft's new search engine (www.bing.com). Microsoft calls Bing a decision
engine (see www.decisionengine.com for the MS tour) that is capable of returning more user friendly and
validated results - presumably than Google, although they don't say that.

How does it compare? Make your own test - visit the Black Dog comparison site and run your searches
side by side through both Google and Bing simultaneously. The most obvious visible differences on the
Bing search screen are 'instant excerpts' - roll overs that let you see the contents of a link without clicking
on it -and a sidebar detailing related searches (similar to Google's Show options... button).

PS Why did they call it Bing? Is this the electronic equivalent of the old cash register ching as money
pours into the MS advertising accounts? The Encarta definition of Bing says it is an old Scottish noun
meaning "a heap, or pile of something". Steve! - tell me it ain't so.

Forthcoming Training Courses
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NDA is now able to release the following courses for stand-by enrolment, some at significant discounts on
standard rates (to obtain the discount, please phone Kristina on 1300 765 736 and mention this email
when making bookings):

Hobart = IT courses

MYOB Setup & Operation 8/10 Jul — 20% discount $440 (standard rate $550)
Excel Basics 2003 8 Jul — 30% discount $161 (standard rate $230)

Excel Introductory 2003 8/10 Jul — standard rate $460

Adobe Acrobat 9 Jul — standard rate $275

Excel Intermediate 2003 10/14 Jul — standard rate $460

Outlook 2007 13 Jul — 30% discount $161 (standard rate $230)

Crystal Reports Introductory 13/14 Jul — standard rate $550

Excel Advanced 2003 14/16 Jul — standard rate $460

Project 2003 and 2007 15/17 Jul — standard rate $460

Word Introductory 2007 16/20 Jul — 10% discount $414 (standard rate $460)
Crystal Reports Advanced 20/21 Jul — standard rate $550

Word Intermediate 2007 20/23 Jul — 10% discount $414 (standard rate $460)
Access Intro / Intermediate 2007 21/22 Jul — standard rate $460

MYOB Payroll 24 Jul — standard rate $275

PowerPoint 2003 24 Jul — standard rate $230

MYOB Advanced 27 Jul — standard rate $275

Hobart — Business Skills courses

Effective Supervision Skills 20 Jul — standard rate $275

Managing Successful Projects 29/30 Jul — standard rate $550

Launceston — IT courses

Publisher 2003 and 2007 3 Jul — 30% discount $161 (standard rate $230)
Excel Basics 2003 8 Jul — 30% discount $161 (standard rate $230)

Excel Introductory 2003 8/10 Jul — standard rate $460

Adobe Acrobat 9 Jul — standard rate $275

Excel Intermediate 2003 10/14 Jul — standard rate $460

Excel Advanced 2003 14/16 Jul — standard rate $460

Word Intermediate 2007 20/22 Jul — 10% discount $414 (standard rate $460)
MYOB Setup & Operation 20/23 Jul — standard rate $550

Access Intro / Intermediate 2007 21/22 Jul — standard rate $460

Word Advanced 2007 22/24 Jul — 10% discount $414 (standard rate $460)
MYOB Payroll 24 Jul — standard rate $275

MYOB Advanced 27 Jul — standard rate $275

MYOB Time Billing 31 Jul — standard rate $275

Access Advanced 2007 28 Jul — 10% discount $217 (standard rate $230)
Launceston — Business Skills courses

Managing Successful Projects 29/30 Jul — 20% discount $440 (standard rate $550)
Devonport = IT courses
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Excel Introductory 2003 8/10 Jul — standard rate $460
Word Introductory 2007 16/20 Jul — standard rate $460
Word Intermediate 2007 20/22 Jul — standard rate $460
PowerPoint 2003 24 Jul — standard rate $230

Access Advanced 2007 28 Jul — standard rate $460

HOBART

Level 3, Trafalgar Centre,
110 Collins St

Hobart TAS 7000

Phone: (03) 6224 2660

LAUNCESTON

Level 1,

65 St John Street
Launceston TAS 7250
Phone: (03) 6334 4910

DEVONPORT

The Roberts Building,
23 Stewart St
Devonport TAS 7310
Phone: (03) 6423 4547
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